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I. ORIGINS OF ANTISEMITISM

   A. Steven K Baum in his essay on “Anti-Semitism as a Mental Disorder”, traces the roots of anti -Semitism to the Greco-Roman world where Jewish monotheism and Jewish ritual practices such as 

the observance of a Sabbath, male circumcision, and the Jewish dietary laws were considered alien and deeply contrary to the religious 

practices and culture of the surrounding milieu.

The historian Sander Breiner writes that Greeks were hostile to the Jews because in addition to the institutions of the Sabbath dietary laws and circumcision, Jewish tradition rejected infanticide of sickly and female babies, the abuse of slaves and the Greek Pantheon. 

1. The Roman writer Seneca mocks the Jews for their practice of Keeping the Sabbath, claiming that the Jews are lazy and argumentative and make bad slaves.

2. The Roman Emperor Claudius castigates the Jews as “a great plague throughout the world.

3. The Greek grammarian Apion is the first known writer to pen the Blood Libel, claiming that Jews use the blood of little children to bake Matzot for Passover.

4. Psychological Historian Jerold M. Post traces some of the 

Conflict between a rural majority population and a Jewish merchant

class already targeted as “other”. 

B. St. Simon also propagated the notion of ritual murder which was the pretext for pogroms, and massacres, including the Kielce Pogrom of 1946. The Blood libel was only officially proclaimed a hoax by the Church in 1966, but many Arab countries including Syria and Iran continue to perpetuate this libel.

B. Baum cites 450 anti-Semitic references in the Christian Scriptures and 36 such references in the Quran and Hadith.

C. In each instance Jews are seen as a fallen and duplicitous people,

killers of Jesus in Christian Scripture and poisoners of Muhammad 

in Muslim scripture

II.   EVOLUTION OF ANTISEMITISM

A. Religious Anti-Semitism

1. Breiner: Judaism, Christianity and Islam were fragile

at their inception and therefore created walls and barriers

to others, particularly other Abrahamic faiths. Its followers 

were often defined by what they were not as much as by what they were. 

2. An oppositional mentality develops. Christians need to be the 

active agents of punishment and rejection of the Jews for rejecting Jesus and committing deicide. According to Matthew,

Jews and their descendents cannot receive the grace of Jesus 

or any forgiveness.  

3. Father Gregory Baum: The church is a seed bed of anti-Semitism among the Jewish populace, perpetuating for centuries 

the image of the Jew as the symbol of unredeemed humanity, 

         morally blind, perverse and carnal. No more pernicious example 

         exists in Christian tradition than the portrayal of the “Jew” Judas

         as a revolting horned devil with a perpetually erect phallus and a 

         tail.

4. Other particularly offensive caricatures of the Jews included` their portrayal as pigs and rats reeking of a “Jewish smell”.

The image of a Judensau (Jewish sow) adorns the walls of several European Cathedrals, including Frankfort.

5. Increasingly, Jews were portrayed as enemies of God and agents

of Satan and Satanism, desecrators of the Host and poisoners of wells.

6. This attitudes contributed to a whole series of depredations 

against the Jews, from severe economic restrictions and discrimination to physical segregation of Jews (the ghetto), to expulsions, riots and massacres. 

B. Economic and Social Anti-Semitism

1. Exclusion from craft and merchant guilds in many communities from farming or owning farm land. 

2. Many Jews were forced into money lending 

and at the same time caricatured and vilified 

as a result.

3. A rising small native small business class 

in countries such as medieval Spain, the German States

and later France and Poland began to fear and 

resent economic competition from Jews. Thus 

Jews were also perceived as undermining and 

threatening the majority society through their 

economic power. This motif has also been

repeated within the last two millennia.

4. During the industrial revolution, the successes

newly enfranchised and emancipated citizens

gave voice to fears of some form of Jewish 

international conspiracy.

5. Gradually the negative perceptions of Jews 

evolved from that of a religious to a economic and social

 a racial threat. Steven Baum: from ant-God to anti –folk.

           C. Racial and National anti-Semitism.

               1. Anti-Semitism emerges as an official ideology first 

                   Germany by the agitator Wilhlem Marr, then later in 

                   France with Maurice Barres, Edward Drumont

                   And later Charles Maurras.

a. Drumont founds the National League of Anti-Semites

b.  He claims that he is fighting for the Survival of the 

French nation against “the pernicious influence of the Jews”. Writing in the church publication La Croix, Drumont insists that the only true France is Catholic France.

c. Drumont repeats all the classic accusations against the 

Jews from deicide to being modern day Judases embedded

in the culture of Europe.

d. Drumont calls for the complete elimination of the Jews 

From economic and political life in France, and predicts 

That a powerful leader will arise in Europe who will defeat the Jews.

 2. Steven Baum: Racist folklore became pervasive throughout   

      Europe

a. The Jew is often portrayed in fairy tales, including those of the Brothers Grimm.

b. Mother Goose; Jack sells his eggs to a scheming Jew

who cheats him.

c. Fagin in Dickens’ Oliver Twist

3. The publication and Promulgation of the forgery

Known as the Protocols of the Elders of Zion

Inflames ant—Jewish hatred throughout the world.

                  raises anti-Semitism to an entirely new and frightening 

                  level. The murderous programs against the Jews in Czarist 

                  were clearly inflamed by this book.

C. Racial Anti-Semitism

1. Steven Baum: Gradual transformation from religious 

and cultural undermining force to a racial force whose

depravity is in the blood.                       

2. The revival of the Inquisition in the Nineteenth Century

raises the age issue of “Limpieza De Sangre”, purity of the 

blood, and fuels the notion of Jews as an alien and dangerous race.

3. The theories of Social Darwinsm by Spencer and 

Sumner nurture theories of racial superiority and 

inferiority throughout the Western world. Jews are 

seen as racially and physically inferior, inherently

lacking in Christian character and virtues. Such theories 

ad fuel to the violent Anti-Semitism which sweeps through 

France during the Dreyfus affair from 1894--1906.

4. It is racial anti-Semitism which becomes the cornerstone 

of Hitler’s ideology and the driving force behind the 

Holocaust.

III.      MANIFESTATIONS OF ANTISEMITISM TODAY

A. Neo Nazism and the Radical Right. These groups 

Remain very active purveyors of racial anti-Semitism

throughout the world.

B. Holocaust Denial 

C. Intense Anti-Semitic propaganda in the Arab and Radical Islamic world.

1. perpetuation of the Blood Libel Myth: Syria

2. Promulgation and sale of the “Protocols of the Elders of Zion” throughout the Muslim World

3. Violent statements and threats against the Jews

By Radical Islamic Groups

4. Durban and UN Human Rights Council

Violent anti-Semitic and Eliminationist Rhetoric

5. Holocaust Denial

D. Anti -Semitism masquerading as Anti-Zionism 

E. Anti-Semitism in segments of the far left, the anti-globalization 

Movement, radical environmentalists and some radical

feminist groups, often in the name of “even-handedness”

“tolerance”.

F. Central Europe: persistent urban legends folklore 

and xenophobic paranoia. 

G. Poland: Radio Marija, “The Jew with a Coin”,  Football graffiti

Cemetery vandalism, persistent stereotypes.

IV. HOW TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE

A. Dialogue and discussions; particularly among our youth

B. Multicultural and tolerance education

C. Festivals, Conferences and Experiences in the arts

D. Strong denunciation and rejection of anti-Semitism 

Expressed by non-Jews wherever it occurs.
